Brief comment text:

Dear FCC,

I write on behalf of the Meshtastic community to express our opposition to NextNav’s proposal in Proceeding 24-240. We are deeply concerned about the negative impacts it could have on decentralized communication networks, particularly in the following areas:

Interference with Unlicensed Bands: NextNav’s proposal could disrupt unlicensed, low-power devices like Meshtastic, which rely on these frequencies for decentralized communication. This would especially impact rural and underserved communities.

Impact on Innovation: The open-source community, including Meshtastic, depends on unlicensed spectrum for experimentation. Prioritizing access for larger corporations could stifle innovation and limit the development of alternative communication solutions.

Public Safety: Decentralized networks like Meshtastic are essential during emergencies, especially where traditional infrastructure is unavailable. Restricting access to these frequencies could reduce community resilience.

Equity and Accessibility: Unlicensed spectrum enables communities to build affordable, self-reliant networks. NextNav’s proposal could introduce barriers for smaller operators and further the digital divide.

We urge the FCC to reject this proposal and protect unlicensed spectrum for community-driven projects like Meshtastic that promote innovation, public safety, and accessibility.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Jesse Shrader 
